
Home Accessibility for 
Successful Parenting
Kristin Wilks
Keith Jones
Robin Wilson-Beattie
Patrick Cokley

April 17, 2026
1



Interpretation and captioning



The National Research Center for Parents with Disabilities 
is a cross-disability initiative guided by the ethos of the 
disability community, “nothing about us without us.”  Through 
trainings, research, and advocacy, the Center provides 
information and support for parents with disabilities and their 
families.  The Center is part of the Lurie Institute for Disability 
Policy at Brandeis University, and is supported by the National 
Institute for Disability, Independent Living and Rehabilitation 
Research.

About Us 



The contents of this presentation were developed under a grant from the 
National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation 
Research (NIDILRR grant number 90DPCP0012).  NIDILRR is a Center 
within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).  The 
content is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily 
represent the official views of NIDILRR, or HHS.

The products and services mentioned in this webinar are not endorsed or 
affiliated with the Lurie Institute or our funders.
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Smart Lighting and Devices 



An alarm clock that is called 
the main unit, connecting to 
other devices in the home and 
alerting you with lights, 
vibrations, or loud alarms when 
smoke, CO, phone calls, baby 
cries, door knock, and more.

Sonic Alert HomeAware System



Sonic Alert HomeAware System



Sonic Alert Baby Cry Transmitter

• Main unit with a bed shaker 
connects to transmitters and 
receivers to alert you

• Additional devices can be added 
to cover your whole home



Detects baby 
cries and sends 
alerts to lights, 
vibrations, and 
alarms

Sonic Alert Blink



Sonic Alert Blink



A portable device 
that vibrates, flashes, 
or sounds to alert you

Sonic Alert Vibe Pager



How it works

Note: this video contains 
flashing lights

To access the video, go to: https://sonicalrt-
my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/brieanne_son
icalert_com/IQB4fEqwS9akR6HUu2dyy2jjAYR
Q-
8_b37T7gkhkcdHfd8Q?e=74DEq9&referrer=O
utlook.Desktop&referrerScenario=email-
linkwithembed__;!!DaRZpAeNFA!cgdcLB8j9iF6
AAg4rRUp-
1xZhR8nfNSslbseALpDhdRMJmWFcnu_0MT
mPCSePbZ9Lg41mNrT7yemyVxWB5Q$



Before our first child was born, we knew that we had to remove 
this visual barrier (wall) and install open railings to help 
improve our accessibility as deaf parents because we rely on 
visuals to monitor and communicate without children. 

This open wall allows us to see the children more easily and 
respond to their needs too.

Before & After: Improving Visual Access:



As deaf parents, visual aid 
is important. This wall 
barrier made it harder for 
us to see and respond to 
our children.   

A Wall Between Us



We removed this wall to 
improve visual access in 
our home. As deaf 
parents, being able to see 
our children clearly helps 
us to communicate, and 
respond quickly to their 
needs.

Opening Our View



Baby monitors are 
commonly used by many 
parents, but these tools 
help deaf parents feel 
more confident and 
secure, knowing they can 
monitor their baby 
effectively without relying 
on sound.

Baby Camera Monitor



Keith Jones



• Stop sharing screen to focus on Keith

[Stop screen sharing/Focus on Keith]



Patrick Cokley



Patrick and baby



Furniture options



Shower photos



Robin Wilson-Beattie



Physical Accommodations



Accommodations for Neurodivergence



TinyURL.com/EDPIguide

Empowered Disabled Parenting Intervention



https://s.zoom.us/m/bPlPc9RyZ 

Take our post-webinar survey 

https://s.zoom.us/m/bPlPc9RyZ


@DisabilityParentsCenter    @LurieInstitute

Facebook.com/LurieInstitute

Lurie.Brandeis.edu

NicoleLomerson@brandeis.edu

Learn More/Contact Us


	Home Accessibility for Successful Parenting
	Interpretation and captioning
	About Us 
	Funding
	Panelists
	Kristin Wilks
	Smart Lighting and Devices 
	Sonic Alert HomeAware System
	Sonic Alert HomeAware System
	Sonic Alert Baby Cry Transmitter
	Sonic Alert Blink
	Sonic Alert Blink
	Sonic Alert Vibe Pager
	How it works
	Before & After: Improving Visual Access:
	A Wall Between Us
	Opening Our View
	Baby Camera Monitor 
	Keith Jones
	[Stop screen sharing/Focus on Keith]
	Patrick Cokley
	Patrick and baby
	Furniture options
	Shower photos
	Robin Wilson-Beattie
	Physical Accommodations
	Accommodations for Neurodivergence
	Empowered Disabled Parenting Intervention
	Take our post-webinar survey 
	Learn More/Contact Us




