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About DPH

Annual budget, 
comprised of federal, 
state, and grant funding

History of department 
dates to Paul Revere 

DPH covers a range of
issues from birth until
death

1799

15 sites, 3000 employees

8 Bureaus, 6 Office

$1 billion
DPH is located across the 
Commonwealth, and 
partners with local 
boards of health



The Range of DPH
Prevention and Wellness – Health Access – Nutrition – Perinatal and Early 
Childhood – Adult Treatment – Data Analytics and Support – Housing and 
Homelessness – Violence and Injury Prevention – Office of Statistics and 
Evaluation – Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention – Community Sanitation –
Drug Control – Occupational Health Surveillance – PWTF – SANE Program –
Interagency Initiatives – Planning and Development – Prevention – Problem 
Gaming – Quality Assurance and Licensing – Youth and Young Adults – Early 
Intervention – Children and Youth with Special Needs – Epidemiology 
Program – Immunization Program – Global Populations and Infectious Disease 
Prevention – STI Prevention – HIV/AIDS – Integrated Surveillance and 
Informatics Services – Clinical Microbiology Lab – Chemical Threat, 
Environment and Chemistry Lab – Childhood Lead Screening – Environmental 
Microbiology and Molecular Foodborne Lab – STD/HIV Laboratories –
Biological Threat Response Lab – Central Services and Informatics – Quality 
Assurance – Safety and Training – Health Care Certification and Licensure –
Health Professional Licensure – Office of Emergency Medical Services – DoN –
Medical Use of Marijuana – Shattuck Hospital – Mass Hospital School –
Tewksbury Hospital – Western MA Hospital – State Office of Pharmacy Services 
– Office of Local and Regional Health – Office of Health Equity – Accreditation 
and Performance Management – ODMOA – OPEM – HR and Diversity – Office 
of General Counsel – Office of CFO – Commissioner’s Office
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Massachusetts DPH will continue to be a 
national leader in innovative, outcomes-
focused public health based on a data-

driven approach, with a focus on quality 
public health and 

health care services and an 
emphasis on the social determinants 

and eradication of health inequities.







Social Determinants



A FOCUS ON HEALTH EQUITY



U.S. Infant Mortality Rate 2011

CDC Vital Statistics



Infant Mortality Rates in Massachusetts’ Largest Cities 
2012



Boston Neighborhoods with High 
Rates of Chronic Disease
Hospitalizations

Keep your 
eye on “the 
crescent”

*2012  CHIA Hospital Discharge Data, age adjusted



Boston Neighborhoods with 
Poor Perceived Safety

*Boston Neighborhood Survey (BNS), 2008; Harvard Youth Prevention Center through Cooperative 
agreement with the CDC



Boston Neighborhoods with a 
High Rent Burden

* American Community Survey, 2008-2012, US Census Bureau



Boston Neighborhoods with Low 
Access to Healthy Food (mRFEI)

* Modified Retail Food Environment Index, CDC



But put them all together 
and…



High rates of Chronic 
Disease



Chronic Disease + Poor 
Safety



Chronic Disease + Poor 
Safety + High Rent 



Chronic Disease + Poor Safety 
+ High Rent + Poor Food 

Access



What else is going on in “the 
crescent”…



Place Matters

Map Source: 2011 Health of Boston Report
Data Source: Census 2000, US Census Bureau



Redlining of Boston Neighborhoods

Redlining map retrieved from http://www.bostonfairhousing.org/timeline/1934-1968-FHA-Redlining.html

http://www.bostonfairhousing.org/timeline/1934-1968-FHA-Redlining.html


COVID-19 HEALTH EQUITY 
ADVISORY GROUP
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COVID-19 Health Equity Advisory Group | Mass.gov

https://www.mass.gov/orgs/covid-19-health-equity-advisory-group


Connect with DPH
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@MassDPH

Massachusetts Department of Public Health       mass.gov/dph

Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health
DPH blog
https://blog.mass.gov/publichealth

www.mass.gov/dph
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