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What’s the issue? 

People with disabilities and racial, ethnic, and linguistic minorities 
traditionally are treated and understood as separate marginalized 
populations. However, disability occurs across all racial, ethnic, language 
and social groups, and people with disabilities who are also minorities 
often face multiple challenges within health systems. Therefore, 
understanding intersections of race and disability, and their impact on 
health and access to health care, is an important public health goal. The 
lack of reported data that informs public health issues on the 
intersections of disability and racial, ethnic, and linguistic minorities 
likely contributes to the disparities in health outcomes within these 
communities. 

Driving Needs 
Assessment Questions 

What is the state of health? 
What are the biggest public health 
concerns and needs? 
What are the barriers to and 
facilitators of health? 
How can health systems use 
existing strategies to increase 
access? 

Increase cultural competency 
among healthcare professionals 
Increase availability of services 
and outreach in communities of 
color 
Increase community-centered 
advocacy opportunities 
Work toward comprehensive 
access in health care 

Recommendations 

To address health disparities of people of 
color with disabilities, recommendations 
in the following key areas should be 
explored: 

This report was funded by the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services Office of Minority Health 
(HHSP233201700095P). 



 

Findings: Representative 

It is clear from the data - people with disabilities who 
are racial, ethnic, and linguistic minorities face a 
disproportionate burden with unique challenges and 
barriers. 

Multiple socioeconomic barriers and stigma 
surrounding people with disabilities prevent many 
from accessing health care. These findings require us 
to uncover the health needs of people in these 
multiply marginalized communities and underscore 
the need for programs and policies with an 
intersectional approach to improve health in these 
communities. 

...Another thing that I would say and have 
said, I will continue to say, is that when 
you’re making policy if you would involve 
the people you’re making policy about. 

Community forum participant, RI 

Survey Data 

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System survey (BRFSS) 
data, 2016-2017 
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   Findings: Community forums, interviews, and community survey 

What are the health needs of people with disabilities who are racial, ethnic, and linguistic minorities in 
Connecticut and Rhode Island? 
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 Recommendations 

The Intersectionality Between Disability and Race | 4 



 
This report was funded by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Office of Minority Health (HHSP233201700095P). 

Contact Us 

lurie.brandeis.edu 

lurie@brandeis.edu 

@LurieInstitute 

facebook.com/LurieInstitute 
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