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Brandeis Global Cyber Security Conference  

Conference Theme: Livelihood Security in an Era of Cyber Insecurity and AI                            

AUTHORS' GUIDE - PAPER STRUCTURE AND FORMAT FOR PROCEEDINGS 

Papers should be emailed to the Proceedings Editor, Dr. Joseph K. Assan, at: 

joeassan@brandeis.edu 

Dear Author, 

Springer Nature has agreed to publish the Conference proceedings in their new series, Advances in 

Computer Science Applications and Research. Authors MUST kindly follow the structural format outlined 

below. This is intended to ensure coherence between papers and consistency throughout the entire volume. 

Please use the Reviewers' Guidelines for clarification on expectations for each section of the paper. All 

papers will undergo a double blind peer review process.  

The full paper should be within 5,500 – 6,500 words, including tables, figures, equations, boxes, notes, 

etc. The word count does not include references.  

Suggested Paper Structure: 

Title  Brief, clearly defined, and relevant to the study  

Abstract  150 - 250 words  

Introduction: aims/objectives, research questions, and 

study context   

500 words (can be longer if necessary). 

Literature, Materials, and Methods: review of current 

literature, theoretical/policy concepts, and methods 

used in the development of the paper  

700 - 1,000 (can be longer if necessary) 

Findings and Discussion  2,000 – 3,000 words (approximately)  

Recommendations: contribution of the study to theory, 

policy, and or practice 

1,000 – 1500 words (approximately)  

Conclusion 800 (approximately)  

Total word count  5,000 – 6,500 (excluding references) 

References  Include only cited sources. 

Referencing and Citation Style APA 7th Edition  

 

Authors’ Name and Institutional Affiliation This must be attached separately. 

• The deadline for submission of articles/papers = 24th January 2026.  

• Feedback to authors: 15th February, 2026 (or as soon as the reviewers' report is ready) 

• Submission of revised papers: 1st March, 2026 

Further enquiries/questions/clarifications should be sent to Dr. Joseph K. Assan at: 

joeassan@brandeis.edu. Guidelines for specific formatting style regarding tables, boxes, figures, 

headings, sub-headings, references, etc, have been provided below. 

mailto:joeassan@brandeis.edu
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Contribution Title (Title of the Paper/Article) 

First Author1[ORCID: 0000-1111-2222-3333] and Second Author2[ORCID: 1111-2222-3333-4444] 

1 Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 08544, USA 
2 Springer Heidelberg, Tiergartenstr. 17, 69121 Heidelberg, Germany 

lncs@springer.com 
 

Abstract: 150 –250 words. 

A good abstract should summarize the contents of the paper as follows: 

• Briefly explain the aims and objectives of the paper 

• Briefly discuss the conceptual/theoretical justification of your work 

• Outline the methodology for the paper 

• Outline the key findings/results/substantive conceptual arguments 

• Briefly highlight your main conclusions and recommendations  

Keywords: First Keyword, Second Keyword, Third Keyword, Etc. 

1 First Section 

1.1 A Subsection (Sample) 

Please note that the first paragraph of a section or subsection is not indented. The first paragraphs that 

follow a table, figure, equation etc. do not have an indent, either. Subsequent paragraphs, however, are 

indented. 

Sample Heading (Third Level): Only two levels of headings should be numbered. Lower-level headings 

remain unnumbered; they are formatted as run-in headings. 

Sample Heading (Fourth Level). The contribution should contain no more than four levels of headings. The 

following Table 1 gives a summary of all heading levels. 

Table 1. Table captions should be placed above the tables. 

 

 

 

Heading level Example Font size and style 

Title (centered) Lecture Notes 14 point, bold 

1st-level heading 1 Introduction 12 point, bold 

2nd-level heading 2.1 Printing Area 10 point, bold 

3rd-level heading Run-in Heading in Bold. Text follows 10 point, bold 

4th-level heading Lowest Level Heading. Text follows 10 point, italic 

mailto:lncs@springer.com
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Equations: Displayed equations are centered and set on a separate line. 

x + y = z (1) 

Please try to avoid rasterized images for line-art diagrams and schemas. Whenever possible, use vector 

graphics instead (see Error! Reference source not found.). 

 

Fig. 1. A figure caption is always placed below the illustration. Short captions are centered, 

while long ones are justified. The macro button chooses the correct format automatically. 

For citations of references, we prefer the use of the author/year convention. The following bibliography 

(see below) provides a sample reference list with entries for journal articles [1], an LNCS chapter [2], a 

book [3], proceedings without editors [4], as well as a URL [5]. 

Acknowledgments. A third-level heading in 9-point font size at the end of the paper is used for general 

acknowledgments, for example: This study was funded by X (grant number Y). 

Disclosure of Interests: It is now necessary to declare any competing interests or to specifically state that 

the authors have no competing interests. Please place the statement with a third-level heading in 9-point 

font size beneath the (optional) acknowledgments, for example: The authors have no competing interests 

to declare that are relevant to the content of this article. Or: Author A has received research grants from 

Company W. Author B has received a speaker honorarium from Company X and owns stock in Company 

Y. Author C is a member of committee Z. 

References (examples) 

1. Author, F.: Article title. Journal 2(5), 99–110 (2016) 

2. Author, F., Author, S.: Title of a proceedings paper. In: Editor, F., Editor, S. (eds.) CONFERENCE 

2016, LNCS, vol. 9999, pp. 1–13. Springer, Heidelberg (2016) 

3. Author, F., Author, S., Author, T.: Book title. 2nd edn. Publisher, Location (1999) 

4. Author, F.: Contribution title. In: 9th International Proceedings on Proceedings, pp. 1–2.   Publisher, 

Location (2010) 

5. LNCS Homepage, http://www.springer.com/lncs, last accessed 2023/10/25 
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Citations Policy 

• Research content and non-research content must cite appropriate and relevant literature in support 

of the claims made.  

• Excessive self-citation, coordinated efforts among several authors to collectively self-cite, 

gratuitous and unnecessary citation of content published in the journal/book series to which the 

manuscript has been submitted, and any other form of citation manipulation are inappropriate.  

• Citation manipulation will result in the article/chapter/book being rejected, and may be reported 

to the authors’ institutions. Similarly, any attempts by peer reviewers or editors to encourage such 

practices should be reported by authors to the publisher.  

• Authors should consider the following guidelines when preparing their manuscript:  

• Any statement in the manuscript that relies on external sources of information (i.e., not the 

authors' own new ideas or findings or general knowledge) should use a citation. 

• Authors should avoid citing derivations of original work. For example, they should cite the 

original work rather than a review article that cites an original work. 

• Authors should ensure that their citations are accurate (i.e., they should ensure the citation 

supports the statement made in their manuscript and should not misrepresent another work by 

citing it if it does not support the point the authors wish to make). 

• Authors should not cite sources that they have not read. 

• Authors should not preferentially cite their own or their friends’, peers’, or institution’s 

publications. 

• Authors should avoid citing work solely from one country. 

• Authors should not use an excessive number of citations to support one point. 

• Ideally, authors should cite sources that have undergone peer review where possible. 

• Authors should not cite advertisements or advertorial material. 
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