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Dr. Stuart Altman, 
Sol C. Chaikin   
Professor of 
National Health 
Policy at The Heller 
School for Social 
Policy and 

Management, Brandeis University, is an 
economist with five decades of experience 
working closely with issues of federal and state 
health policy within government, the private 
sector, and academia.   
 
He has demonstrated leadership in health care 
through service on numerous government 
advisory boards on both the federal and state 
levels, including service as the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Planning and Evaluation/Health at 
the U.S. Department of Health Education and 
Welfare (HEW) from 1971 to 1976; as Chairman 
of the Prospective Payment Assessment 
Commission (ProPac) from 1984 to 1996; and in 
1997 as an appointed member of the National 
Bipartisan Commission on the Future of 
Medicare.  In total, Dr. Altman acted as advisor to 
five U.S. presidential administrations. He also 
served as Chair of the Institute of Medicine’s 
Committee for the Evaluation of the Future of 
Nursing Campaign for Action in the 2015.   In 
January 2016 Governor Charles Baker re-
appointed Dr. Altman to chair the Massachusetts 
Health Policy Commission as part of the states’ 
attempt to moderate the growth in healthcare 
spending.  
  
Dr. Altman has also been recognized as a leader 
in the health care field by Health Affairs and by 
Modern Healthcare, which named him in 2006 
among the 30 most influential people in health 
policy over the previous 30 years, and which 
from 2003 to 2011 named him one of the top 100 
most powerful people in health care. In 2014 he 
was awarded the Graham Life Time Achievement 
Award in Health Services Research by the 
Association of Health Administration Programs. 
In 2017 he was the recipient of the Champion of 

Health and Wellness award by the 
Massachusetts Health Council and the Robert M. 
Ball Award for Outstanding Achievements in 
Social Insurance from the National Academy of 
Social Insurance, and in October 2018 he was 
presented with the Gustave O. Lienhard Award 
from the National Academy of Medicine.  He has 
served on the Board of Directors of several for-
profit and not-for-profit companies, and he is a 
member of The Institute of Medicine and chairs 
the Health Industry Forum at Brandeis University.  
He is a published author of numerous books and 
journal articles, the most recent, Beyond 
Antitrust: Health Care and Health Insurance 
Market Trends and the Future of Competition 
(2017) and Power, Politics and Universal Health 
Care: The Inside Story of a Century-Long Battle 
(2011).  In addition to teaching at Brandeis, Dr. 
Altman has taught at Brown University and at the 
Graduate School of Public Policy at the 
University of California at Berkeley and the 
University of North Carolina.  He served as Dean 
of the Heller School from 1977 to 1993 and from 
2005 to 2008.  He also served as interim 
President of Brandeis University from 1990 to 
1991.   
 

Elizabeth Fowler, Ph.D., 
J.D., is the Deputy 
Administrator and Director of 
the Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Innovation (CMS 
Innovation Center). Dr. 
Fowler previously served as 
Executive Vice President of 

programs at The Commonwealth Fund and Vice 
President for Global Health Policy at Johnson & 
Johnson. Liz was special assistant to President 
Obama on health care and economic policy at 
the National Economic Council. In 2008-2010, 
she was Chief Health Counsel to Senate Finance 
Committee Chair, Senator Max Baucus (D-MT), 
where she played a critical role developing the 
Senate version of the Affordable Care Act. She 
also played a key role drafting the 2003 Medicare 
Prescription Drug, Improvement and 



Modernization Act (MMA). Liz has over 25 years 
of experience in health policy and health services 
research. She earned her bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Pennsylvania, a Ph.D. from the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health, where her research focused on risk 
adjustment, and a law degree (J.D.) from the 
University of Minnesota. She is admitted to the 
bar in Maryland, the District of Columbia, and the 
U.S. Supreme Court. Liz is a Fellow of the 
inaugural class of the Aspen Health Innovators 
Fellowship and a member of the Aspen Global 
Leadership Network. 
 

Dr. Thea James, MD, 

is Vice President of 

Mission and Associate 

Chief Medical Officer at 

Boston Medical Center 

(BMC). She is the 

Director of BMC 

Violence Intervention Advocacy Program and 

Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine at 

Boston University School of Medicine. Dr. James 

has primary responsibility for coordinating and 

maximizing BMC’s relationships and strategic 

alliances with local, state, and national 

organizations to foster innovative and effective 

models of care that are essential for patients and 

communities to thrive. Integrating upstream 

interventions into BMC’s clinical care models are 

critical in achieving equity and health. 

Dr. James’ passion is domestic and global public 
health. Dr. James served on the Massachusetts 
Board of Registration in Medicine 2009-2012 as 
chair of the Licensing Committee. As the 
Supervising Medical Officer on the Boston 
Disaster Medical Assistance Team under the 
Department of Health and Human Services, Dr. 
James has deployed to New York City post 9/11; 
New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina in 2005; 
Bam, Iran after the 2003 earthquake; and Port-
Au-Prince, Haiti after the 2010 earthquake.   

Globally, she and colleagues have worked with 
local partners in Haiti and Africa to conduct 
sustainable projects. She is a member of the 
Board of Directors of Equal Health, an 
organization that supports sustainable medical 
and nursing education systems in Haiti. 

She was awarded the Boston Public Health 
Commission’s 2008 Mulligan Award for public 
service; the Suffolk County District Attorney’s 
2012 Role Model Award, and the Schwartz 
Center 2014 Compassionate Care Award. She 
received The Boston Business Journal 
Healthcare Hero Award in 2012 and 2015. The 
Boston Chamber of Commerce awarded Dr. 
James the Pinnacle Award in 2015 and she was 
a 2019 Massachusetts Public Health Association 
Health Equity Champion. In 2020, Dr. James 
received the American College of Emergency 
Medicine Lifetime Achievement Award; a History 
Maker Award from The History Project; and the 
inaugural Thea James Social Emergency 
Medicine Award from the American College of 
Emergency Physicians. 

A graduate of Georgetown University School of 
Medicine, Dr. James trained in Emergency 
Medicine at Boston City Hospital, where she was 
a chief resident. 
 
For twelve years Dr. James has traveled to Haiti, 
with colleagues and emergency medicine 
residents. A graduate of Georgetown University 
School of Medicine, James completed an 
emergency medicine residency at Boston City 
Hospital, where she was a chief resident. 
 

 Dr. Meyers, a board-
certified family physician, 
began serving as the 
Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality’s 
(AHRQ) Acting Director on 
January 12, 2021. He 
leads the Agency's mission 
of producing evidence to 
make health care safer, 



higher quality, more accessible, equitable, and 
affordable, and working within the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services and 
with other Federal, State, and local partners to 
make sure that the evidence is understood and 
used. 
 
Dr. Meyers joined AHRQ in 2004 and has served 
under four previous AHRQ directors. Since 
February 2020 he has been the Agency’s Deputy 
Director where he led many of AHRQ’s strategic 
planning activities and co-led the development 
of AHRQ’s National Nursing Home COVID-19 
Action Network. 
 
Prior to his appointment as Deputy Director, he 
served as AHRQ’s first chief physician and 
directed EvidenceNOW, AHRQ’s $110 million 
initiative to help primary care practices improve 
the heart health of their patients through quality 
improvement support and the implementation of 
new evidence. During his more than 15 years 
with AHRQ, Dr. Meyers has directed the 
Agency’s Center for Primary Care, Prevention 
and Clinical Partnerships and established 
its Center for Evidence and Practice 
Improvement. He has also directed the 
Agency’s Practice-Based Research 
Network initiatives and served as the Acting 
Scientific Director for the U.S. Preventive 
Services Task Force. 
 
Dr. Meyers’ recent publications focus on quality 
measurement and equity, the primary care 
workforce, supporting quality improvement in 
primary care practice, utilization of clinical 
preventive services, and trust in the physician-
patient relationship. 
 
Before joining AHRQ in 2004, he practiced family 
medicine, including maternity care, in a 
community health center in southeast 
Washington, D.C., and directed the Georgetown 
University Department of Family Medicine’s 
practice-based research network, CAPRICORN. 
He is a graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine and completed 

his family medicine residency at Providence 
Hospital/Georgetown University. After residency, 
he completed fellowship training in primary care 
health policy and research in the Department of 
Family Medicine at Georgetown University. In 
2019, he was elected a member of the National 
Academy of Medicine. 
 

Mark B. McClellan, MD, 
PhD, is Director and Robert 
J. Margolis, M.D., Professor 
of Business, Medicine and 
Policy at the Margolis Center 
for Health Policy at Duke 
University. He is a physician-
economist who focuses on 
quality and value in health 

care, including payment reform, real-world 
evidence and more effective drug and device 
innovation. Dr. McClellan is at the center of the 
nation’s efforts to combat the pandemic and the 
author of a roadmap that details the steps 
needed for a comprehensive COVID-19 
response and safe reopening of our country. He 
is former administrator of the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services and former 
commissioner of the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, where he developed and 
implemented major reforms in health policy. Dr. 
McClellan is an independent director on the 
boards of Johnson & Johnson, Cigna, Alignment 
Healthcare, and PrognomIQ; co-chairs the 
Guiding Committee for the Health Care Payment 
Learning and Action Network; and serves as an 
advisor for Arsenal Capital Group, Blackstone 
Life Sciences, and MITRE. 

Robert E. Mechanic, 
M.B.A, is Senior 
Fellow at the Heller 
School of Social 
Policy and 
Management at 
Brandeis University 

and Executive Director of the Institute for 
Accountable Care. His research focuses on 
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health care payment systems and the adaptation 
of organizations to new payment models. He is a 
national expert in the field of accountable care 
organizations and bundled payment models. Mr. 
Mechanic has been principle or is co-investigator 
of numerous studies including the evaluation of 
the Blue Cross of Massachusetts Alternative 
Quality Contract, the most comprehensive 
evaluation of a commercial payer's global 
payment model ever completed. Mr. Mechanic 
has worked with numerous organizations 
preparing for Medicare’s Bundled Payment for 
Care Improvement Initiative. Prior to Brandeis, 
Mr. Mechanic was a Senior Healthcare Analyst 
with Forrester Research and Senior Vice 
President with the Massachusetts Hospital 
Association (MHA). From 1988 to 1998, Mr. 
Mechanic was a consultant and Vice President 
with the Lewin Group, a Washington D.C.-based 
health care consulting firm. Mr. Mechanic’s work 
has been published in The New England Journal 
of Medicine, JAMA and Health Affairs. He is a 
trustee of Atrius Health, an 800-physician 
multispecialty group practice in Greater Boston. 
Mr. Mechanic earned an MBA in finance from 
The Wharton School. and a BS in economics 
with distinction from the University of Wisconsin. 
 

Michael Doonan, PhD, 
is an associate 
professor and Director 
for the Masters of Public 
Policy Program, 
Schneider Institute for 
Health Policy at The 
Heller School for Social 
Policy and 

Management,    Brandeis University. He is the 
Executive Director of the Massachusetts Health 
Policy Forum. His Ph.D. from Brandeis is both in 
Political Science and Health Services Research. 
His research and publications focus on issues 
related to access to health care reform, 
federalism, Medicaid, federal/state relations, 
public health and the politics and economics of 
health system change.  
 

He speaks widely on state and national health 
care reform. He is author of American Federalism 
in Practice: The Formulation and Implementation 
of Contemporary Health Policy, published by the 
Brookings Institute Press in 2013. Michael 
worked as program specialist for the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), in the 
area of Medicaid managed care and state health 
care reform. He served as a member of 
President Clinton's Health Care Taskforce 
working primarily on the Low-Income and 
Working Families work group, and as a member 
of the Taskforce Speakers Bureau. Michael also 
worked as a fellow for the U.S. Senate Finance 
Committee as they considered national reform in 
1994. He began his career as a legislative aide 
for Senator John Kerry where he worked on 
health and environmental issues. 
  
 
 


